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“LA EXALTACIÓN DE LA SANTA CRUZ”  

On November 1 of 2020, Honduras was affected by the violent arrival of Hur-

ricane Eta and then Iota.  These storms flooded large parts of Honduras, 

causing a rise in the level of rivers and floods and landslides throughout the 

country. These impacts have generated deplorable humanitarian conditions 

for hundreds of thousands of people in the country's most vulnerable 

communities (especially in the north).  Additionally these families now face a 

growing wave of poverty. 

 

The Parish of "La Exaltación de la Santa Cruz" is located in the town of 

Baracoa, in the Municipality of Puerto Cortés.  This municipality is made up 

of 39 communities, 36 of which were flooded twice in a period of 7 days. 

Around 10 communities were covered in water for about a month and 1 

village was completely destroyed. 

Given these terrible circumstances, we have come together to execute an action plan that favors families 

living through the most unfavorable conditions.    

Through the generosity of institutions and people of good will; and, as a Church that is Sacrament of love, 

solidarity and justice in the midst of a needy people, we will:  

• Accompany the most deprived families in their spiritual, emotional and material reality.  

• Foster mutual cooperation between diocese, parish, community, family and institutions of good will,  

• Build and repair homes lost in the storms. 

Due to the condition and construction material used in some houses (bamboo or palm leaves), at least 100 

houses were completely destroyed and 20 houses were damaged (but repairable) in the storms.  

There are approximately 111 families living in desperate conditions including single mothers, seniors, and 
families living as day-to-day laborers who lost virtually everything (homes and real estate). 

Therefore, a HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROJECT is herein presented. Each house is budgeted at a 
cost of $2,172 with a material guaranteed to resist water and insects.  Our overall goal is to build and 
repair approximately 120 homes (100 to be built new).  We hope to complete the project by the end of  
February, 2021. 

Pastor Fr Héctor Banegas 
Parochial Vicar Fr Edil Guevara   

From the parish in Baracoa: 



Work will be coordinated and executed by JOSE ARTURO ZELAYA PADILLA, resident of the 
community of Nola in Baracoa who is the owner of the AGRO FERRETERIA ECONÓMICA.  The 
beneficiary families would be involved in the construction of each house. Under the supervision of Mr. 
Arturo Padilla with the coordination, monitoring and control of the project in charge of the priest HÉCTOR 
BANEGAS who works in administration of the parish "La Exaltación de la Santa Cruz".   
 
Among the requirements or variables to take into account to approve the construction of a home are: 
 
• Extremely poor families (day laborers) 
• People with disabilities (language, psychomotor, cognitive) 
• Single mother or father 
• Seniors 
• That they have their own land where they can build their home. 
 
The way construction will proceed includes an educational component which will allow the beneficiary 
families to be responsible for building their homes. Families will be organized into groups of five families 
according to the sectors in which the parish "La Exaltación de la Santa Cruz" is located.   
(continued on next page) 

The Project 

It is impossible for those of us in the US to KNOW the reality of 
living in a poverty that allows for so little in life; a grinding poverty 
described by some missionaries as slow death.  Even if we try to 
understand the current situation in Honduras, we’d have to then add 
the ravages of a viral pandemic where no healthcare exists, and then 
the presence of back-to-back hurricanes visiting terror and 
destruction on the entire country. 
 
We are excited to join our Honduran Unión de Amor team 
members in this plan that we believe will help Hope find a foothold in 
this tough time.  A Hope for those facing hunger and homelessness, but also a Hope for all of us, the human 
family, that faces so many challenges globally.  We are Samaritans who, through God’s Providence, have 
found an injured people laying in our path.  Let us rejoice and be glad.  
 
Diana Sanchez will lead our effort in Honduras, facilitating payments and checking on progress of the 
families in building their homes.  She is also working with Honduran team members to raise funds and other 
materials in support of the project. 
 
Our goal is to work alongside the Parish of the Exultation of the Cross and the families of Baracoa for the 
duration of the project, funding as many homes as possible.   
 
Hope is at the center of this effort.  Though we will help build homes, we are investing in Hope.  We ask for 
the intercession of St. Jude, Patron Saint of desperate situations on this most desperate of occasions. 

From Unión de Amor: 



Each house has a standard size of 16 ft x 16 ft (5 m x 
5 m) and a height of 9 ft x 8 ft.  
 
Homes have a 19 ft 26 gauge aluminum-zinc roof, 
walls reinforced with cured wood planks and lined 
with asbestos sheets or plywood on a block foundation 
and covered with a layer of cement plaster.   
 
Homes will have a 4 cm concrete floor, a 36 x 80 inch 
pine wood door and 2 36 x 33 inch wooden windows. 
 
Certain homes (of the most disadvantaged) may be 
built with two rooms and furnished with basic 
furnishings (primarily beds and appliances for 
cooking). 

(Project Continued) 
Parishioners of the Catholic Church 
(delegates, catechists, members of 
ecclesial communities) will join the 
families along with people of good will 
(bricklayers).  Through these 
construction methods, we seek to 
emphasize mutual cooperation, help, 
teamwork and solidarity between family 
members.  
 
Therefore, the most important thing is 
not the construction of the house; but 
the person as a whole, learning to share 
their skills and knowledge, thus 
developing a domestic Church of 
communion and participation. 



Baracoa is located in the Northeast of Honduras, NE of one of the nation’s 

largest cities, San Pedro Sula. 

Plans were updated to include a bit 

more space, separate living and sleep-

ing quarters and an attached (covered) 

area for cooking. 

Updated Cost to Build:  $2,172 



“But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion 
at the sight.  He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds 
and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to 

an inn and cared for him.”       LK 10:33-34 

For more information, or to help financially, go to uniondeamor.org 

and click on “Baracoa Housing Project”, or 

Email Deacon Chris at cstewart@stpiuscda.org 

Call the Pope St. Pius X parish office at 208-765-5108 


